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Adel Mahmoud Named Chief Executive of Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise 
 
SEATTLE – The Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise announced today that Dr. Adel Mahmoud, 
former president of Merck Vaccines, has been named the Enterprise’s chief executive, effective 
September 1.  The Enterprise is an alliance of research, funding, and advocacy organizations 
worldwide committed to accelerating HIV vaccine research. 
 
“Dr. Mahmoud will be an excellent leader for the Enterprise as it works to increase collaboration, 
strategic focus, and resources for HIV vaccine development,” said Dr. Michel Kazatchkine, co-
chair of the Enterprise Coordinating Committee and France’s ambassador on HIV/AIDS.  “He’s 
had a distinguished career in academic research, and brings a proven track record at one of the 
world’s top vaccine companies.” 
 
From 1999 to 2005, Dr. Mahmoud oversaw Merck’s extensive vaccine portfolio, including its HIV 
vaccine program; new vaccines for rotavirus, human papillomavirus, and shingles; and a new 
combination vaccine for measles, mumps, rubella, and varicella.  His academic research has 
focused on international health, and he is a widely recognized expert on infectious disease and 
immunization in developing countries. 
 
“Dr. Mahmoud has many years of global health experience, and he understands and 
appreciates that developing and developed countries alike are key partners in this effort,” said 
Dr. Helene Gayle, co-chair of the Enterprise Coordinating Committee and former director of HIV, 
TB, and reproductive health for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  “We are incredibly 
fortunate to have him at the helm of the Enterprise.” 
 
Dr. Mahmoud will be responsible for ensuring the successful implementation of the Enterprise 
scientific plan, which lays out a strategy for addressing the most critical challenges facing HIV 
vaccine research.  Developed by more than 140 scientists from 15 countries, the plan calls for 
the vaccine field to establish new systems to share information and cooperate on large scientific 
problems, and recommends targeting resources to priority research areas. 
 
“Developing an HIV vaccine is one of the most urgent needs in global health today, and I’m 
honored to be able to work with Enterprise partners toward a vaccine that could save millions of 
lives,” said Dr. Mahmoud.  “My job will be to help Enterprise partners realize the vision of the 
scientific plan – to identify timelines and milestones, track progress, and keep us on course to 
reach our ultimate goal.” 
 
“Dr. Mahmoud is an accomplished scientist and a talented business leader who knows what it 
takes to make a successful vaccine,” said Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and a member of the Enterprise Coordinating 
Committee.  “NIAID looks forward to working closely with Dr. Mahmoud through our participation 
in the Enterprise and our support of the Center for HIV/AIDS Vaccine Immunology.” 
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Prior to serving as president of Merck Vaccines, Dr. Mahmoud was chairman of medicine and 
physician-in-chief at Case Western Reserve University and University Hospitals of Cleveland. 
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The Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise (www.hivvaccineenterprise.org) is an alliance of 
independent organizations around the world dedicated to accelerating the development of a 
preventive HIV vaccine by implementing a strategic plan for HIV vaccine research; mobilizing 
significant new funding to achieve the plan; and promoting more efficient, faster ways for 
researchers to share information. 
 


